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Spoken words
 
The spoken word art of Berlin based artist Lady Gaby was a colourful, cosmopolitan addition to the dance installation "Copenhagen-struck by the city" presented by the choreographic collective E.K.K.O. Terpsichore talked to Gaby about the use of space, the movement of words and about travelling in general.
 
She speaks in a lively engaging manner and looks you straight in the eye. And her Australian accent is evident. She is dressed in a colourful vintage dress, a sparkling gold belt around the waist and large earrings dangling from her ears. She looks the part of the free artist that she is, from the creative, cosmopolitan and free minded city of Berlin. 
 
She has just finished her Spoken Words show which was one of the bonus events connected to E.K.K.O's dance installation "Copenhagen-struck by the city", which took place in an old slaughterhouse at the old Copenhagen meat market. 
 
Lady Gaby's show revolves around her view of Copenhagen as a tourist:
 
"I had coffee at Spunk Bar", she says in her insistent, melodic voice. "Copenhagen sounds like this:" and the two musicians that accompany her accentuate the gentle and slightly melancholy song of their guitars. 
 
She dances a little, holding the microphone in a relaxed grip. She subtly rocks her hips and takes hold of the room physically with the words and the music.
 
I feel safe in Copenhagen
 
Lady Gaby continues her show about her experience of Copenhagen with a description of Istedgade: "Thai-girls, latex masks stretch my desire", she hisses.   
 
But she also talks about the neat middleclass aspect of Copenhagen: "Danish design turns me on just as much as Danish pastries….friendliness is next to cleanliness, I could get used to it here". She imitates the screams from the helter-skelter in Tivoli and her repeated refrain about Copenhagen becomes: "I feel safe here….Yeah, I feel safe here". She charmingly pronounces the "hagen" in Copenhagen with a German "a".
 
The show ends with a few words about Christiania: "They call it Christiania – I call it the 21st century's Garden of Eden!"
 
Spoken words is like rapping
 
Lady Gaby explains that Spoken Words isn't rhythmic in the same way as poetry slam. Spoken word is disseminated thought and is about making use of the moment and the place in which you perform. She isn't interested in romanticising, which is a tendency she finds to be the case in poetry and she explores this further by adding that Spoken Words is more like rapping.
 
The inspiration for her Spoken Words performance about Copenhagen came from walking through the streets of the city, observing the life here.
She tells how movement and the act of moving from one space to another or from one neighbourhood to another is a source of inspiration to her. This is why "travel" was the theme of her performance the previous night. This performance was accompanied by musicians as well as images of trains, faces, train stations, airports etc. projected onto the back wall. The purpose being that the images in conjunction with Lady Gaby's text/words would become a journey. 
 
From Australia to Berlin
 
Travelling is something Lady Gaby knows well from her private life. She originates from Australia and travelled to London as a youth where she didn't settle in well. So she continued to Berlin just before the fall of the Berlin wall and soon fell in love with the city. 
After the fall of the wall, a wealth of possibility, creativity and ideas opened up together with the less expensive areas of the city in East Berlin. 
 
She also talks about the disadvantage of being a non-European in Berlin. She is subjected to a lot more bureaucracy then the European immigrants. And she contests the fact that she to a higher degree has to prove that she wants to live in Berlin, despite the fact that she does all the right things. She works, speaks German and has a German husband. But even so, Europeans still have an easier time getting a visa in Germany than she does, solely on account of her Australian origin. 
 
Use of performance space 
 
Lady Gaby met the choreographic collective E.K.K.O. during one of her travels. They all took part as artists in residence in Tabor where they met and were inspired by each other. Lady Gaby particularly appreciated E.K.K.O's use of performance space and became interested in their choreographic work, as she herself is very interested in the movement of words through space. The choice of where to perform and how to respond to a particular environment is something that she is preoccupied with. 
 
This is why she likes the dance installation "Copenhagen-Struck by the City", its special use of the space and the fact that the energy and movement of the dancers occupy it first. The dancers make the old slaughterhouse known to the audience and make it feel safe, for then to pass it on to Gaby as her own Spoken Words dance into the space.
